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India at a much later date, and to appear under the
guise of Non-Co-operation*
A successful lawyer in South Africa, and one
earning a competence which would be the envy of
many of his confreres from the Middle Temple,
Gandhi suddenly rose to a task of tremendous re-
sponsibility, and one which was to be successful and
completely passive only if the leader showed the way
to the passive. He gave up his highly lucrative
practice and assumed a leadership which hitherto
had been so lamentably lacking.
Here the Mahatma displayed one of his finest
traits. Never have his critics, never have the sceptics,
been able, even remotely, to suggest that he had a
personal axe to grind in any of the movements which
he fostered, He gave his all and eschewed the fleshpots.
He was not even keen on personal aggrandisement;
certainly not on personal preferment.
In so many great movements, whether successful
or not, the true touch of the ascetic has been lacking.
In many later-day cults the founders and principals
have blended the commercial with the spiritual, and
the unbelievers have had the mental satisfaction of
gauging the huge sums which have accrued through
the generosity of disciples. Not so with the Gandhi
cult, Gandhi asked no more than a covering for
his head, a sufficiency of simple material to provide
bodily warmth, and for sustenance his principal diet
was goat's milk.
The ascetic is always difficult to attack, but I do
not believe that Gandhi renounced so much in order
to disarm the critics. He did so because it was part